TOO CONSERVATIVE
Facebook post July 25, 2025
By Kris Freeberg, Economist

Not for sale. I'm gonna fix it up one day.

My dad was extremely conservative. | don't mean politically. | mean, he had opinions about how many squares
of toilet paper one should use.

He never threw anything away. He kept cars until the wheels fell off, and then some (like the above pic),
reasoning to himself that he might get around to fixing them up some day.

In so doing, he violated city ordinances about derelict cars. Sometimes neighbors called him out about it,
resulting in confrontations with the police. He was in the wrong, and he didn't care.

All those derelict cars are gone now. | have two nice working cars, with plenty of parking space for visitors.
Neighbors are relieved, as am I.

He was an academic liberal, a card carrying member of the ACLU. But when the Beirut barracks were bombed,
he flipped. He was red pilled, and began making a full time job out of listening to Rush Limbaugh (3 hours in the
morning) and watching Newsmax and Fox News (another 3-4 hours in the afternoon/evening), plus a daily stack
of conservative mail 2-3 inches thick.

So later, he did become politically conservative; but he was always conservation minded in terms of resources.
As for throwing things out, like to a landfill, he would say "We're running out of Out!" as his justification for turning
SFM into its own landfill.

When you're that conservative, you do strange things like trying to keep using sandpaper after it has worn out.
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"Just rub harder, sandpaper costs money." That was my brother's and my experience.

Well. Yesterday | burned through four belts of 40 grit on my belt sander and knocked out the job in one day.
Each belt cost something on the order of $4-$5 at Hardware Sales. | had bought five, and used all but one.

So, realizing | have a lot more sanding to do on this place, | grabbed my phone and Googled 21" sanding belts.

| found a promotional deal at Ace Hardware, $.99, so ordered ten. Including shipping, that worked out to $1.91
each. Still a bargain compared to typical prices.

And | just shook my head, thinking about the lengths to which my dad would go, and anyone who comes from a
poverty/scarcity background (he grew up during The Great Depression and World War Il when there was
rationing), reflecting on how unnecessarily dysfunctional that whole habitual way of life can be.

They didn't value their time. They just thought in terms of minimizing spending. They didn't think in terms of
Opportunity Cost because they didn't see any opportunities. Times were hard. Unemployment was rampant.
They just thought about scarce money leaving their pockets, about ways to stretch and conserve.

So it's good to be conservative, but I've learned that there is such a thing as TOO conservative.

Nobody ever thrived by spending less. At some point one must squarely face the challenge of becoming
industrious and productive. Then, entire worlds of opportunity open up.
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